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There is little I can add to Miss Martenet's report of this novel, for she
has done it more than justice. The book possess all the qualities she describes=--
it is intense, beautifully written, well developed, at timei very moving indeed. It

seems to me to be one of the best Scandinavian novels to come our way in a very long

fime.
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The one thing Miss Martenet Apoint out is that its style, its characters,

its atmosphere’ generally are distinctly unfamiliar to “merican readers. I would
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hesitate to use the word esoteric, yet I am tesupted/ to. It is that aspect of the

work that, no doubt, accounts for Miss Martenet anticipating only a modest sale. And

modest is certainly the word. Indeed this may sell no better than Olav Duun's saga.

Yet I recommend it as a work of literature from a languapge and a source that are

virtually unknown in this cc:untry.
















