


o

: %‘;\S\gé%x ‘gﬁ%if”sf

e ;\E% ol
T

e

e

AR

S
i

o

.
-

o

Yo

e

.

2

bbb

g

L
;‘~:~i.' L


















R
s~=n the mighty Commissioner, Arnas Arneus, pass. They had looked each other in
the eyey but, as she had thoucht then, without his having recognized her.

The status nP'Jon thggyidson was now somewhat complex. Tried and convicted
of murder bv aJ::;l{‘; whose % had been retroactively dissolved, he stood
none the less accused of havine murdered the King's executioner. A new trial
was necessary - save that all those who hsd borne witness against him were now
dead. Technically, therefore, the disnosition of the case would have to be
moved to Copenhagen. Also he had been a soldier of the Kine at the time he
had been released from prison thrnueh the intervention of Arnas Arneus, and
therafore he wonld have to be et b ?ﬁ?‘q%aon, according to
Danish law., He had meanwhile returned to his home in Skagi and taken up
farming and fishing anew. He was there when the Bailif? arrived with a warrant
for his arrest. And off to Conenharen and military prison he was packed -
only to be released after a day or so, arain in the custody of the King's
Commissioner, Arnas Arneus. His head was now white and his back was bent,
but accused of murder he still was. . . He was retained meanwhile by the
Commissioner as a woodchonper on his estate.

A new King came to the throne in Denmerk and those privy councillors
who had always detested Arneus for the1;;; King's favor now began a series
of intrigues which, they sincerely hooed, might lead to his loss of favor
with the present monarch. Arneus' nosition was therefore insecure - and
that meant that Jon Hregevidson's was no less insecurs.

But the position of Arnas the Tcelander was in another wav sscure,
as matters turn out. The Hamburgers, it seemed, were taking advantage of
the King's desire to have a go at th- Swedes - for which he presently had
insafficient cash. Ideland, thev succested, was the answer. They wanted to
trade with the islend (such trade being at the moment prevented by the ex-
istence of the Danish Iceland Company) and therefore they were in a position
to offer soot cash for the island. In order to put through the deal, it
would be necessary "or them to annoint a native Icelander as governor, and
who else could possibly fill the bill as neatly as Arnas Arneus? The

proposition was made to him at the verv moment his stock with the privy

councillors hit a new low. He was sensible enouzh, however, nou .0 Z1ive






















