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EARL PARKER HANSON

P. O. BOX 12143, LOIZA STATION
SANTURCE, PUERTO RICO 00914

August 2, 1974

Mr. Alfred A. Knopf ' %,/; 6
201 East 50th Street £ . /
New Ycrk’ N-Yo 10022 ¥

Dear Mr. Knopf:

yesterday's

The enclosed article from yesedexdals San Juan Star
may intierest you.

Any word as to the identity of Sara Lidman? Could Laxmess simply
have invented her, just for the hell of it?

Sincerely
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~on the question of whe'will win the
-for’ Literaturé..in the ‘face of the :resultin|

“the garfulity “of -the Sphinx  until
nnounce their annual decisions.
Jwmagine Puerto Rico's

“too jll to
“1he ‘prize; JJaime' Beniter;. the thén-¢hdn g
University ‘of Puerto” Ried,. graciously offers
“the “strenuous  journey . and-do the-job for,
ALI know bur Jalie correctly, hi ] (

~~The bizarre petion that the:
‘wisdom'".aré synotiymois; which.
- alarming speed. in .modern: Pierto: R
several :false ‘premises on’ which our
~eulture s based: Actually, “‘wisde
qualities. which cannot be acquii
of study; ‘religtous ‘experienices:;
psycho-analysis:: 5

A rhan: _éith'er";hasf.fhe'ﬁ':__o'r;hé ‘doesg

oelse. o

which will not be answered.
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“next:Nobel Prize’
1 urging
7. conmiving, and manipulation; the gentlemen “who-ru
./ the'Swedish' Acaderny matiitain suspense by exercisin

t; and-that's’
that! They are: (1), a-profoind love and doimpassio
- for people, for human beings as such: ‘and 2y 4

ali-gigvading -sense  of - humor ‘to- ‘permit. the. ‘man
;among “many -other ‘things; to “réfrain “from :miking
.the egregious mistake of taking himself tog seriousiy.
The fact that. the two qualities must go : together
‘that neither -is .possible ‘without the ‘other; {8 “in’pam

‘responsible for ‘the concomitant  fact that: wisdom
(/88 a eommodity; ‘i 'in” lamentable: short sUpply” in
~-our modern life - in Puertg Rieo as well as everywhere

- -One:man who displays ‘both - qualities is Brax
greatest “writer; Jorge Amado: While he writes’ prily
‘abolit ‘his béloved ‘home-state of Bahia, " he “holds:;
‘up to the ‘world as ‘a. mirror,. often in rebuke;’
the fashion in which the Nobel Latireate (1955) Halldor
‘Laxness, holds-up his owri beloved ‘Iceland. Amado’s’
- Widespread .influenice ‘8¢ &’ “‘iniversalist!’ is. attested”
".by the facts ‘that his works: ‘have -been' translated

and .published in 30 langusges’ and he is being urged
on the Swedish- Academy as the next :Latireate "2

and undoubtedly by others . and privately (I suspect) - o
by & number of people who write letteérs to Stockbiolm .. P0.-come g

1 have read only some of Amads's hooks available

in English, namely: “Gabrifla; Clove and Cindmon,” "~

“‘Home is the Sailor,” “The’ Tent “of Miracles,” -and B

+-the delightful ‘*Dona" Flor -and Her Two Husbands,”' *

which will soon -appear onBroadway .as & musical,
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David, belore
for the more:
‘making

wrote.

my - admiration for Amado. and ‘to régard

appen- to:know that ke’ is interestsd

tico . !

e him,. curiosity i 4 ‘powerful motivating

hether ‘or-not ‘speecific” arrangements can
8 o be sep T ! S L

gt thidt he .seems bounid to receive -
1t not . this . year  then scon, ‘and-
of two Laureates in'd few’ decades
y:‘prove “Puerto: Rico to be right up

Iy reason:is:n
“Nobel: Pri;

island - and: its ‘variegated,
:greater extent ‘than almos

-and “its peopl
‘problems

in:

Immediately,
burgeoning.
formidabl

“despite” the chauviniam :which .is ‘taday
ere’ {6 an alarming extent. What . our
‘pundits’ will” 'do" to” hith ‘1" have 1o way
. tessing. - But he: seems' to be s tough'character
“and "L will” be Cinteregted; 1o see . what hé does to
the pundits; = ST

' uriivé_r_sity ‘and . Commiotiwealth a
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By EARL PARKER HANSON
bngHime - resident . heve, 87
of - Puerte

ir sensibl ‘often sllly - aspirations, the =
whites as 'well as the blacks with their African religious’ .

Dractices and their gerlus for attracting world fame o
ot carnival doings.: He.is also ‘delighttul =~
in th vealing: humor “with wiifet he Tdeals with -
tablishment,” inchiding businessmen, cops, and -
| e850rs: " Indeed, so ' finé ‘&’ job did-he'
n.'“The Tent of Miracles™ ‘that ‘my son;
‘he ‘gave up teaching “political ‘seietice -t
sensible study of law, thought serfously e
naking book required reading for all his stiudents. .
Which brings ‘me " to repeating -soniething. 1 “once .

Dr. Arturo ' Morales "Carrion, the present . L
e University ‘of Puerto Rice, who seems ©1

ggestion  with g :certaln -amiount. of “interest. .
té- Amade ‘here for a-while s “Writer in -

and curious’ about’ the - island. :For = -

‘there,’ culturaliP, among - the hest. My reason is that -
‘his' presence” hére will be: immensely ‘good | for-the
ewildered. ‘soclety.: Toa™ "
almost: any: othér people 1 kriow,
the P icans’ will "be" ahi¢” to see. in ‘Bahia
e, & mirror ‘of ‘themselves ‘and their
~and fo: profit ‘from -the ‘ohservations of
superh ‘artist Who is Kuman; hiumane; and htimorods, .-
18 Pue Ric: 1 take “him 'to” their ‘hearts -

rti_j':_-_o tLet's go! You' take it from




